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July 1920, a result of which was its cession to Lithuania on
July 12, though the Bolsheviks did not evacuate it till the end of
August, and then the flowing tide was no longer with them, but
with the Poles. The League of Nations intervened in the dispute
in September 1920 by ordering a plebiscite to ascertain the
wishes of the population of Vilna and district; under the auspices
of the League an armistice was signed on November 29, and a
neutral zone was fixed between the forces of "Central Lithuania"
and Lithuania. The League had decided, in view of the plebiscite,
to send a mixed international force of police to Vilna, but finding
this impossible abandoned the plebiscite, and later had recourse to
a special conference of the interested parties in the spring of 1921
that failed to solve the question, which remained a source of
bitterness and contention. ,
RIGA PEACE CONFERENCE
Joffe was the chief representative of the Soviet at the Riga Peace
Conference. He was in constant touch with Lenin, and took
practically the entire conduct of the Bolshevik case on his own
shoulders.
On the Polish side there were eight delegates. The leading
figure nominally was Dabski, but he was overshadowed by Stanislas
Grabski, who had prepared in advance a plan of the Polish-Soviet
boundaries, which he induced his colleagues to accept. The dele-
gates were in telegraphic consultation with the Council for the
Defence of the State and with Sapieha, the Foreign Minister, in
Warsaw, and they supported Grabski. The negotiations began
on November 14, and went on into 1921.
STORMY DEBATES ON POLISH CONSTITUTION
The Seym had been called into being by Pilsudski to formulate
a Constitution, but the subject was not seriously considered by
the Seym till after the Bolshevik invasion had been repelled.
A Constitutional Commission had been appointed early in 1919,
and in December 1919 Professor Dubanowicz, of the University
of Lwow, and an ally of the National Democrats, had been elected
its chairman; it consisted of eight other deputies chosen from the